
Archival Science: Creation of Finding Aids / Catalogues 

for the Reggae Sunsplash Preservation Society 
(in conjunction with the DLIS of SJC, CPS, and University Library) 

Where does my work fit into the RSPS?

Above is the general calendar of goals for the project, and the red box is where my own work is.

• My job, as the “archivist” for the project is to document information found on the tapes, into files called 

“finding aids.” This is time consuming and requires a lot of focus. Other than that, it is pretty enjoyable. It is 

necessary for us to document this information for when the archive is moved to a public host, and we are 

finished digitizing. 

What is a finding aid? 
• A finding aid is a document that contains detailed information regarding a specific collection within an archive. 

Information included depends on the nature of the archived materials and the archive itself. 

• Its purpose is to organize and facilitate easy access to the archive, as well as providing access to information 

within the archive, sometimes without having to look through/handle the contents within. 

• One problem I encountered when trying to understand my work was that I couldn’t discern the difference 

between finding aids and catalogues. 

• Basically, a finding aid is largely a physical aid: it helps one who is trying to handle the content of the archive 

locate what they are looking for, and to some extent, decide what parts of the archive they want to access. It 

gives limited information with the intention to provide necessary insight into the archive. For example, if you 

want to find what shelf has tapes including Barrington Levy performances, you should use a finding aid. 

• A catalog is something that can be used physically or digitally. One can use this to find specific details about 

things within an archive. It is naturally easier to use digitally, as one can search for a specific thing. For example, 

if you want to find which tapes contain a performance that has shots of the crowd cheering, this might be 

found in the catalog. 

What comes after my work?
• After my work, the RSPS will be working on 

digitizing the tapes. Ideally, the tapes will be able to 

be streamed online so that anyone can enjoy the 

recordings of the festival. After they are digitized, 

metadata will be created, and then the film can be 

edited and worked with more easily, without the 

physical tapes. This process is still evolving as a 

professional archive practice. 

• Once we are finished on AV digitization of the 

concert festival film, we will turn over the source 

film to a public archive specialized in music such as 

the Rock N’ Roll Hall of Fame museum, the 

GRAMMY Museum, or the NY Performing Arts 

Public Library. The catalog and finding aids that I 

produce will help create this public archive.

• It is unlikely that we will be able to digitize all of the 

footage, so we will likely completely digitize and 

stream about a fifth of it. 

(This is Kenneth, Cameron, and Don at the digitization 

lab.)
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This was our prototype finding aid, which I have since 

expanded to be much larger and more detailed:

These are the founders of the RSPS:

Don and Cameron 

(picture taken during an interview 

at the BRIC Arts Media House, in Downtown Brooklyn)

These are our tape archives, where 

I currently document information

on the tapes and am helping 

to create the film archive:

What is the Reggae Sunsplash Festival?
• A music festival located in Jamaica, considered the biggest 

Reggae festival in the world. It ran from 1978-1994. It is a 

huge part of Jamaican history, Reggae history, and 

worldwide music history. 

• It was at its heart a music festival, mainly Reggae, but also 

branched out into other genres of music, as well as into 

other events such as fashion shows. It featured musicians 

such as Bob Marley, Peter Tosh, Burning Spear, Marcia 

Griffiths, and hundreds more. 

• The festival itself was organized by five Jamaican 

entrepreneurs, one of them being Don Green, now a CPS 

professor at St. Johns and co-founder of the Reggae 

Sunsplash Preservation Society. 

What is the Reggae Sunsplash 

Preservation Society?
• The Reggae Sunsplash Preservation Society, or RSPS, was 

created as a not-for-profit organization with the intention 

of preserving the history and concert film from the festival 

itself. 

• The RSPS has been working on documenting/archiving and 

later digitizing the tapes available of the festival. There are 

hundreds of these film cassettes, and they contain 

approximately 1500 artist performances.

• The RSPS has a grant application with the National 

Historical Publications and Records Commission, as well as 

the Grammy Foundation, and is accepting donations on its 

website: ReggaeSunsplashPreservationSociety.org.

By Joseph Pellrine (SJC History and English). 
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